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MAKE-IN-INDIA IN DEFENCE SECTOR

The Government has taken several policy initiatives in the past few
years and brought in reforms to encourage indigenous design,
development and manufacture of defence equipment, there by promoting
self-reliance in defence manufacturing & technology in the country.
These initiatives, inter-alia, include according priority to procurement of
capital items from domestic sources under Defence Acquisition
Procedure (DAP)2020; Announcement of 18 major defence platforms for
industry led design & development in March 2022; Notification of four
‘Positive Indigenisation Lists’ of total 411 items of Services and three
‘Positive Indigenisation Lists’ of total 3738 items of Defence Public
Sector Undertakings(DPSUs), for which there would be an embargo on
the import beyond the timelines indicated against them; Simplification of
Industrial licensing process with longer validity period; Liberalisation of
Foreign Direct Investment(FDI) policy allowing 74% FDI under automatic
route; Simplification of Make Procedure; Launch of Mission DefSpace;
Launch of Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX) scheme involving
start-ups & Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs);
Implementation of Public Procurement (Preference to Make in India)
Order 2017; Launch of an indigenisation portal namely SRIJAN to
facilitate indigenisation by Indian Industry including MSMEs; Reforms in
Offset policy with thrust on attracting investment and Transfer of
Technology for Defence manufacturing by assigning higher multipliers;
and Establishment of two Defence Industrial Corridors, one each in
UttarPradesh and Tamil Nadu; Opening up of Defence Research &
Development (R&D) for industry, start-ups and academia with 25 percent
of defence R&D budget; Progressive increase in allocation of Defence
Budget of military modernisation for procurement from domestic
sources, etc.



With focus on indigenisation and procurement from domestic
industries, all the major areas of domestic defence production ecosystem
such as weapons, ammunition, fighter aircrafts, helicopters, missile
systems, warships, submarines, armoured vehicles, radars,
communication systems, surveillance systems, etc. have benefited from
the aforesaid initiatives and also given boost to the growth of domestic
industries including MSMEs &start-ups.

This information was given by Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri Ajay Bhatt
in a written reply toDr Anil Agrawalin Rajya Sabha today.
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DEFENCE INDUSTRIAL CORRIDORS IN THE COUNTRY

To achieve Aatmanirbharta and realise the goal of ‘Make in India’,
Government of India has established two Defence Industrial Corridors
(DICs) in the country, one in Uttar Pradesh and other in Tamil Nadu. 06
(six) nodes viz. Agra, Aligarh, Chitrakoot, Jhansi, Kanpur and Lucknow
have been identified for developing Uttar Pradesh Defence Industrial
Corridor (UPDIC). Similarly, 05 (five) nodes viz. Chennai, Coimbatore,
Hosur, Salem, and Tiruchirappalli identified for developing Tamil Nadu
Defence Industrial Corridor (TNDIC). Government intends to develop
defence manufacturing ecosystem having conducive conditions including
supply chain for giving push to production and testing & certification to
create economies of scale and facilitate development of internationally
competitive enterprises in the country.

As per the information received from Government of Uttar Pradesh
for UPDIC, 105 Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) have been
signed with industries etc. worth potential investments of Rs 12,139
crore. Already, Rs 2,422 crore have been invested in UPDIC. Total 1,608
Hectare of land has been acquired for development of UPDIC. Further, as
per the information received from Government of Tamil Nadu for TNDIC,
arrangements have been made through Memorandum of Understandings
(MoUs) etc. for potential investment of Rs11,794 crore by 53 industries.
Rs 3,847 crore have already been invested in TNDIC. Total 910 Hectare
of lands has been acquired for development of TNDIC.

This information was given by Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri Ajay Bhatt
in a written reply to Shri GVL Narasimha Raoin Rajya Sabha today.

SR/Savvy
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LAUNCHING OF SPECIAL PORTAL FOR BATTLE CASUALTIES
WELFARE FUND

Website namely ‘Maa Bharati Ke Sapoot’ was launched by RakshaMantri
Shri Rajnath Singh on 14 October 2022 for contribution towards Armed Forces
Battle Casualties Welfare Fund for providing financial assistance to the families
of soldiers who are injured or died during military operations. However, the
fund has been in existence since the year 2016.

MaaBharatiKeSapoot website has been launched, so that the spirited
Indian citizens, corporates, banks and premier organisation can directly make
their contributions towards Armed Forces Battle Casualties Welfare Fund
(AFBCWF), for providing immediate financial assistance to the families of
soldiers who have scarified their lives or injured during military operations.
Details of AFBCWF account is as under:

Account Name: Armed Forces Battle Casualties Welfare Fund (AFBCWF)

Account No.: 90552010165915

Bank Name: Canara Bank Ltd. DoD, South Block
IFSC Code: CNRB0019055

Website: www.maabharatikesapoot.mod.gov.in

Army Headquarters has sent letters to prominent industry leaders and
Banks to donate generously to this fund.

This information was given by Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri Ajay Bhatt in a

written reply to Shri Naranbhai J Rathwa and Shri Rajmani Patel in Rajya
Sabha today.
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‘DARE TO DREAM’ SCHEME FOR PROMOTING START-UPS

A total of 5,637 applications have been received under three Dare
to Dream Contests to promote individual and start-ups for innovation in
the area of Defence and Aerospace in last three years. A total of 52
individuals and 34 start-ups have been awarded under three Dare to
Dream contests out of 5,637 applications received in last three years.A
total of 07 projects have been sanctioned and awarded to start-ups of
Dare to Dream contest winners so far.

DRDO has been launching Dare to Dream Contest every year since
2019 to bring together innovators, entrepreneurs, individuals above 18
years and start-ups (recognised by DPIIT and with Indian founders) for
innovative ideas in the field of Defence and Aerospace. The selection
criteria for evaluation of the entries are completeness of proposal,
scientific soundness, design completeness, merit, technological readiness
level achieved and innovation.

The selected individual/company are getting benefitted as DRDO
supports them to realise awarded ideas into Prototype through
Technology Development Fund(TDF) scheme.

This information was given by Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri Ajay Bhatt
in a written reply toDr K Laxman in Rajya Sabha today.
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